THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
border of the woods east of the open plain with infantry, plac-
ing strong echelons behind both wings, and distributing the
artillery along the front on ground most favorable for its
action, especially on the eminence on the right and left of
Dowdall's Tavern. In such a position, sweeping the opening
before us with our artillery and musketry, and checking the
enemy with occasional offensive returns, and opposing any
flanking movements with our 6chelons, we might be able to
maintain ourselves even against greatly superior forces, at least
long enough to give General Hooker time to take measures in
our rear, according to the exigencies of the moment.

I urged this view as earnestly as my respect for my com-
manding officer would permit, but General Howard would not
accept it. He clung to the belief which, he said, was also en-
tertained by General Hooker, that Lee was not going to attack
our right, but was actually in full retreat toward Gordonsville.
I was amazed at this belief. Was it at all reasonable to think
that Lee, if he really intended to retreat, would march his
column along our front instead of away from it, which
he might have done with far less danger of being disturbed?
But General Howard would not see this, and he closed the
conversation, saying that General Hooker had a few hours be-
fore inspected the position of the Eleventh Corps and found
it good. General Hooker himself, however, did not seem quite
so sure of this at that moment as he had been a few hours be-
fore.

Some time before noon, General Howard told me that he
was very tired and needed sleep; would I, being second in
command, stay at his headquarters, open all despatches that
might arrive, and wake him in case there -were any of urgent
importance. Shortly after, a courier arrived with a despatch
from General Hooker calling General Howard's attention to
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